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whiting shoreside vessel that delivered 

the fish. 

(iv) Fail to weigh fish landed from a 

Pacific whiting shoreside vessel prior 

to transporting any fish from that 

landing away from the point of land-

ing. 

§ 660.113 Trawl fishery—record-
keeping and reporting. 

General groundfish recordkeeping 

and reporting requirements are defined 

at § 660.13, subpart C. The following rec-

ordkeeping and reporting requirements 

are in addition to those and are specific 

to the limited entry trawl fisheries. 

(a) Shorebased IFQ Program. [Re-

served] 

(b) MS Coop Program (coop and non- 
coop fisheries). [Reserved] 

(c) C/P Coop Program. [Reserved] 

(d) Participants in the Pacific whiting 
shoreside fishery prior to trawl rational-
ization. Reporting requirements defined 

in the following section are in addition 

to reporting requirements under appli-

cable state law and requirements de-

scribed at § 660.13, subpart C. 

(1) Reporting requirements for any Pa-
cific whiting shoreside first receiver. 

(i) Responsibility for compliance. The 

Pacific whiting shoreside first receiver 

is responsible for compliance with all 

reporting requirements described in 

this paragraph. 

(ii) General requirements. All records 

or reports required by this paragraph 

must: Be maintained in English, be ac-

curate, be legible, be based on local 

time, and be submitted in a timely 

manner as required in paragraph 

(d)(1)(iv)(E) of this section. 

(iii) Required information. All Pacific 

whiting shoreside first receivers must 

provide the following types of informa-

tion: Date of landing, Pacific whiting 

shoreside vessel that made the deliv-

ery, gear type used, first receiver, 

round weights of species landed listed 

by species or species group including 

species with no value, number of salm-

on by species, number of Pacific hal-

ibut, and any other information 

deemed necessary by the Regional Ad-

ministrator as specified on the appro-

priate electronic fish ticket form. 

(iv) Electronic fish ticket submissions. 
The Pacific whiting shoreside first re-

ceiver must: 

(A) Sort all fish, prior to first weigh-

ing, by species or species groups as 

specified at § 660.131(l)(2)(ii), subpart D. 

(B) Include as part of each electronic 

fish ticket submission, the actual scale 

weight for each groundfish species as 

specified by requirements at 

§ 660.131(l)(i), subpart D, and the Pacific 

whiting shoreside vessel identification 

number. 

(C) Use for the purpose of submitting 

electronic fish tickets, and maintain in 

good working order, computer equip-

ment as specified at § 660.15(d), subpart 

C; 

(D) Install, use, and update as nec-

essary, any NMFS-approved software 

described at § 660.15(d), subpart C; 

(E) Submit a completed electronic 

fish ticket for every landing that in-

cludes 4,000-lb (1,814 kg) or more of Pa-

cific whiting (round weight equivalent) 

no later than 24 hours after the date 

the fish are received, unless a waiver of 

this requirement has been granted 

under provisions specified below at 

paragraph (d)(1)(vii) of this section. 

(v) Revising a submitted electronic fish 
ticket submission. In the event that a 

data error is found, electronic fish 

ticket submissions may be revised by 

resubmitting the revised form. Elec-

tronic fish tickets are to be used for 

the submission of final data. Prelimi-

nary data, including estimates of fish 

weights or species composition, shall 

not be submitted on electronic fish 

tickets. 

(vi) Retention of Records. [Reserved] 

(vii) Waivers for submission of elec-
tronic fish tickets upon written request. 
On a case-by-case basis, a temporary 

written waiver of the requirement to 

submit electronic fish tickets may be 

granted by the Assistant Regional Ad-

ministrator or designee if he/she deter-

mines that circumstances beyond the 

control of a Pacific whiting shoreside 

first receiver would result in inad-

equate data submissions using the elec-

tronic fish ticket system. The duration 

of the waiver will be determined on a 

case-by-case basis. 

(viii) Reporting requirements when a 

temporary waiver has been granted. 

Pacific whiting shoreside first receiv-

ers that have been granted a temporary 

waiver from the requirement to submit 

electronic fish tickets must submit on 
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paper the same data as is required on 

electronic fish tickets within 24 hours 

of the date received during the period 

that the waiver is in effect. Paper state 

landing receipts must be sent by fac-

simile to NMFS, Northwest Region, 

Sustainable Fisheries Division, 206–526– 

6736 or by delivering it in person to 7600 

Sand Point Way NE., Seattle, WA 

98115. The requirements for submis-

sions of paper tickets in this paragraph 

are separate from, and in addition to 

existing state requirements for landing 

receipts or fish receiving tickets. 

(2) [Reserved] 

§ 660.116 Trawl fishery—observer re-
quirements. 

(a) Observer coverage requirements—(1) 

NMFS-certified observers. 
(i) A catcher/processor or mothership 

125-ft (38.1-m) LOA or longer must 

carry two NMFS-certified observers, 

and a catcher/processor or mothership 

shorter than 125-ft (38.1-m) LOA must 

carry one NMFS-certified observer, 

each day that the vessel is used to 

take, retain, receive, land, process, or 

transport groundfish. 

(ii) A Pacific whiting shoreside vessel 

that sorts catch at sea must carry one 

NMFS-certified observer, from the 

time the vessel leaves port on a trip in 

which the catch is sorted at sea to the 

time that all catch from that trip has 

been offloaded. 

(2) Catcher vessels. When NMFS noti-

fies the owner, operator, permit holder, 

or the manager of a catcher vessel, 

specified at § 660.16(c), Subpart C of any 

requirement to carry an observer, the 

catcher vessel may not be used to fish 

for groundfish without carrying an ob-

server. 

(i) Notice of departure—basic rule. At 

least 24 hours (but not more than 36 

hours) before departing on a fishing 

trip, a vessel that has been notified by 

NMFS that it is required to carry an 

observer, or that is operating in an ac-

tive sampling unit, must notify NMFS 

(or its designated agent) of the vessel’s 

intended time of departure. Notice will 

be given in a form to be specified by 

NMFS. 

(A) Optional notice—weather delays. A 

vessel that anticipates a delayed depar-

ture due to weather or sea conditions 

may advise NMFS of the anticipated 

delay when providing the basic notice 

described in paragraph (a)(2)(i) of this 

section. If departure is delayed beyond 

36 hours from the time the original no-

tice is given, the vessel must provide 

an additional notice of departure not 

less than 4 hours prior to departure, in 

order to enable NMFS to place an ob-

server. 

(B) Optional notice—back-to-back fish-
ing trips. A vessel that intends to make 

back-to-back fishing trips (i.e., trips 

with less than 24 hours between off-

loading from one trip and beginning 

another), may provide the basic notice 

described in paragraph (a)(2)(i) of this 

section for both trips, prior to making 

the first trip. A vessel that has given 

such notice is not required to give ad-

ditional notice of the second trip. 

(ii) Cease fishing report. Within 24 

hours of ceasing the taking and retain-

ing of groundfish, vessel owners, opera-

tors, or managers must notify NMFS 

or its designated agent that fishing has 

ceased. This requirement applies to 

any vessel that is required to carry an 

observer, or that is operating in a seg-

ment of the fleet that NMFS has iden-

tified as an active sampling unit. 

(b) Waiver. The Northwest Regional 

Administrator may provide written no-

tification to the vessel owner stating 

that a determination has been made to 

temporarily waive coverage require-

ments because of circumstances that 

are deemed to be beyond the vessel’s 

control. 

(c) Procurement of observer services by 
catcher/processors, motherships, and Pa-
cific whiting shoreside vessels that sort at 
sea. Owners of vessels required to carry 

observers under provisions at para-

graph (a)(1)(i) or (ii) of this section 

must arrange for observer services 

from an observer provider permitted by 

the North Pacific Groundfish Observer 

Program under 50 CFR 679.50(i), except 

that: 

(1) Vessels are required to procure ob-

server services directly from NMFS 

when NMFS has determined and given 

notification that the vessel must carry 

NMFS staff or an individual authorized 

by NMFS in lieu of an observer pro-

vided by a permitted observer provider. 

(2) Vessels are required to procure ob-

server services directly from NMFS 

and a permitted observer provider 
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